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THE ENGLAND CAPTAIN

“To be double

LONDON
world champions is

——————— Sincc 1861 ————

a huge carrot for us”

rld T20 later in the year

Engl =
gland captain Heather Knight looks ahead to the Wo

FOR ALL OF LIFE’S
<7 t has been an amazing time for the women’s game
yone could

and for usas a team. | don’t think an

: . have imagined just how great an impact last year’s
: 1CC Women'’s World Cup would have.

We're th
P ur customers when they need it most. .
: With success comes greater scrutiny and
: 4 \ e expectation, which is something that I, as captain,
4’ : | have to manage. Our job now is to move forward
//7 ! and focus on the next stage of our development.
£ ) Aot . In November we have an 1CC Women’s World
; @ | 120 tournament in the Caribbean. Not many teams
1 & . Vola: .| have held both global trophies so the chance to be
' ] double world champions is a huge carrot for us.
This Vitality IT20 Tri-series, against two strong
South Africa and New Zealand, will be a
_It’s also our last T20 international
fore the World T20.

format that we haven't been that
n important chance

teams in
great challenge
gct—mgcthcr be
T20isa
successful in so thisisa
for us to develop asa side. In India carlier
- this year, Danni Wyatt strucle the ball as
A well asanyonc [lve ever seen in T20. That's
| thesort of T20 cricket
| with that freedom. Bu
| to know how to grin(l out a score W
the wicketis a was
test in that regard.
[ also want to sec s improve in
getting runs at the back of an innings.
Likewise, with the ball, we've founc
it a bit harder on flat wickets- We
ire our bowlers are
hat their plans
able to nail

we want to play,

t equally, we need
hen
bit slower. India

a useful

need to make st

¢ about W

are at the death and are

their yorkers and other v

Hopcl"ully we can put on a 09

show in the tri-series and the Royal London
One-Day Series against New. Z

follows. I hope you cnjoy your d

continue to support the women’s game:

very clea

ariations.

ay and

WWW.
.toyallondon.com '
3
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t l():O' \tinues to be
a brilliant time”

ECB'’s dir. '
: ector of e N |
on Englang’ women’s cricket Clare Co,
( are Connor discusses capitalisi
ising

s World Cup tri
p triu
2 thmph. the gender pay ga
e women’s game P and the future

Interview by John Stern

CLARE CONNOR

] _Ffun__s: the new World Cup
grs celebrate after dismiss o
._| jari Gayaih‘ad ﬂ ) &

It’s alm
win at E:;,Y‘_’ar on from England’s thrilling
final - how 3 in the ICC Women’s World Cup
was at Lord’O you reflect on that day?
31 May) Wit}S Fur_ the Hurricane Relief game [on
: 1a friend who I'd been with at the

end of the W :

picture tlw\‘:}:)mcnﬁ World Cup final, and 1 could

especially dﬁr‘;uﬂd that day and recall my feelings,

as the i”;pos -l:llg the last 40 minutes of the match
sible started to feel possible. 1 couldn’t

S[()p oo

smilin

- smi-ﬁi;@ntmucs to be a brilliant time.
ing very special, not only from

our te
am and
how they rose to the challenge, but

also in

the res
my heq ponse they received. It really is in

a H Lhic e anda «

2 d [ .l e ‘. 1 e 011

e il ; tll‘nt., lﬂ.‘;plr]ng me < Very >
3 I'g n LhC \\'{)I'l'lE'I'l'S gam{: ‘

The py.
incrt?as?:gli (:if the women’s game has clearly
a ?:);t::[' ™ E:;‘:;: see evidence of that on
the timc;:[ex;:ir?p]‘% but I hear similar stories all
Who had b a dinner recently I sat next to a man
‘eglzf(;hc final with a client and their
: hceslighfe'rsl; Tl‘lF girl‘s had never
*they hWZn,c et. They're now really
they oliy c;id-n.t stopped talking about
10 pli I rh::t at scho(}l and they beg
Iya dic ko T gar‘dcn with them. And
oord’s one turned to the

tW0 12year.
met before o
800d frien s
thar day, )
their dad
:‘PParcm

“The players must still

“In 15 years, that might be us.” It
and I think it has made parents
for their daughters differently.

other and said,
is really heartening
sce the opportunitics

ed on from such a high?

How have the team mov

We had a tough Ashes in Australia, but finished
strongly. We applied a development focus t the
cour of India early this year, which was a rare
opportunity because the games weren't part of the
[CC Women's Championship. There is a constant
balance between performance and development as
players still have much o learn. We wer¢ without
Sarah Taylor and Katherine Bruntin India, and
took a few young players — Katie George [left-

m Ham pshirc] ,and all-rounders

y] and Alice Davidson-

ful cour. We have a

arm quick fro
Bryony Smich [Surre

Richards [Kent]. It wasa use
big summer with ODIs and ['T20s against South

Africa and New 7 caland. Not only are Sky Sports
covering every Engiand Women's match, but, for

the first time; highlights of our games will be
_to-air TV, on Channel 5. Then

broadcast on free
have an 1CC Women's Worl

in November we
T20 in the Caribbean. To be double white-ball

world champions would be incredible.

Yorr're increasing players’ salaries — what’s
the thinking behind that decision?

be aware

of the magic they can create’

—



Any increase to a players salary is judged

on performance and potential. Ten of our
contracted squad will be receiving an increase
of 50% or more. At the moment it’s not abour
equal pay [for women], bur we should be
bold — I'm always looking to be ahead of
other women’s team sports at international
level — and demonstrate a commitment to
closing that gap with a bir of urgency. The
objective is to get to a situation in 2020
when the new investment in the game kicks
in — whereby the players are paid double
what they were paid when they won the
World Cup. It's the direction of travel that’s
important. We have also introduced a bonus
pot for series wins for the firse time,

We now have 22 contracted players — more
than ever before — incl uding three rookie
contracts [Katie George, Alice Davidson-Richards
and Sussex quick Freya Davies] to help bridge the
gap berween the academy and senjor England
level. We are also trying to deepen the level of
SUPPOrt we can give to counties and players
through the appointment of Di
from England Netball, to the ro
talent manager, Underneath Dj
of four regional talen managers

Lewis, who came
le of national
we have a team

1 Which hClpS

us develop more meaningful relationships with
counties and regions. And we have appointed
Gareth Breese, the former Durham player, as
England performance coach to work alongside
Mark Robinson and Ali Maiden.

Is there a balance to strike between growing
the game and remaining accessible?

I was flicking through some photos from tht'
World Cup and I saw so many of the players
with fans. It’s really important that th‘t’.}’ -“'J}’d
as connected as possible o those families an
children. As they focus more and more on
performance and on being paid to play the
game, they must still be aware of the mﬁgllc ”
they can create and those littdle moments. 1 8 -
s0 many letters of thanks on the back of F’]f’)"e
taking just five minutes to make a con.nccno}l:e
with a little girl who then talks about it for ¢
next year. We mustn't lose sight of that.

In terms of participation, how are you
attempting to take advantage of 201 7 s e
Everything we're doing at the moment 15 msl[;h
by this sense of opportunity. There’s a E?Ig pt

to get girls involved in the All Stars Cricket
programmes for five-to-eight-year-olds. This

succcsS?

“We have to show 4 little girl playing
All Stars Cricket that there is a pathway”

Knight riding high:
England captain Heather
on her way to a T20 fifty/in

Canberrailast November

il

CLARE CONNOR

“We should demonstrate a commitment to clgsmg
the gender pay gap as a matter of urgency

Year 57,000 children have signed up to All |
118 compared to 37,000 last year, and weve
almost doubled the number of girls. Thar figure
¢ %0 shows the scope of the challenge and the
°PPOrtunity for growth. The scale of the new
competition in 2020 and its alignment with the
omen’s game gives us the opportunity to attract
Maore Families, as we did on 23 July last summer.

ind the women’s softball events that you
punched in 20 17 — how have they gone down?
ey've made a hugc impact real l}’ quickly 1z
¢ €1sual, fun, sociable format played in festivals
.for aduls Ianyonc over 16]. We had 9,000
volved Jage year, many of whom had never
Played any form of cricket before, taking part
at fegriyq|g set up around the World Cup. This
e number is predicted to be more than
2(‘)!000' It shows that we're prepared to innovate
o ey ats, that we have listened to insight
oot how wormen who would traditionally
Never hyye Put on whites and picked up
a leaher cricker ball might be pcrsuaded o
ke up he game. It shows there’s an appetite.

ghe New domestic competition that Smﬂ‘f T
020 will haye parallel men’s and women's

Young guns: participation inIAIIISIa;s
cricketis up, and lhenumherulguls;n'l z
: 's figur
programme is almost double 2013___5. g

idj

s the end of the successful
will that impact

versions, which mean

T20 Kia Super Leagu:.j::la; :
s L Partnerships Agreement

County
In 2020, a new L1 ;
will come into being that will

a [ltﬂbillries =
ibi 't.cs ]'I.d accou e
rESPDnSlblll I \ wehi

- 3 EieS. :
bet\ een ECB al’ld t.hf.', coun : :
C i (=
b 1ce o lmp[o\" W(}II!E‘IIS dGIllCSi C
hﬂ Cthc Cha_l. ; . .
Cl‘ick{:t \'\n’hiCh 1sa hl.lgc OPPDI'[U“ t}'
]

i 2020
ortunity from :
bdaciatb usfl i!;r:tgfnpfor girls to fulfil cheir

do for boys. We are tryinlg o
oirls and familicf, part zlfo -
ely the right thing to O

I;:llj};irncss cgasc for the game as

i i1ls that they are
ng little girls fa,j :; s

define the roles;

potential, as we
appeal to ?vomcn,l
because it's compie
also because of the

a whole. We are telli 8
s welcome as little boys e v
: e ;
1em W
can’t then neglect l b i
d identified as ta!entch. e county
- d gitls throug
- irls t S
+vest in talented § o
m‘;fsways e t‘alen}ﬁfStafs Cricket
& fow a lirde girl pleying = 4 pathway that’s
e 1Friday night that thcrc lsci \E:el.l-resoﬂ -
8 IEl sive, clear, welcommghan by o
inclusive, g
B e .t challenge
so.chiak si]:e hajwmi‘:J_ That's the next €
achieve her p

- 1o take oM
for me and for the game €

and funding
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DANNI WYATT.

d'l went for
Inner with
andhana in
MUmbai -
b't was like
€ing with
B David
eCkhamu

The hit
parade

England T20 opener panni Wyatt h
ing in a taste of the future in Mumbai.

winter culminat

2d a breakthrough

John Stern hears her story

Summoncd into a meeting
room at Loughborough by
her boss Clare Connor, Danni
Wyate was apprehensive.

“I thought I was in trouble —
‘what have I done this gime?””

the England batter recalls. She
could not have been more

ECB’s director

wrong. Connor,
n’s cricket, told

of England wome
her the Indian cricket board
wanted to fly her 0 Mumbai t0
play in a one-off T20 exhibition
match, a potential precursor 0]
a female version of the IPL.

“ was like, “Whoa, thart’s pretty
cool,” says Wyatt. °1 hadn’t been
chat excited since getting mYy
England call-up.”

So Watt, 27, and teammarte
Dani Hazell flew out and were
“reated like royalty’s an off-field
experience providing compelling
evidence of how far and how fast
the perception of the women’s
game had changed in India.

Indias performance at last
year’s [CC Womens World Cup
has sent the profile of their
Jeading cricketers into orbit.

“Players like Smriti Mandhana,
Mithali Raj and Harmanpreet

Kaur are like princesses now,
says Wyatr. “ was out for dinner
one night in Mumbai with
Mandhana and it was like being
with David Beckham. Everyone
was crowding her for selfies.
Hopefully it's a taste of what’s to
come if theres women's IPL.”
Wyatt has an affinity with
Mumbai. Tt was where she made
her international debut eight
years ago and where, in March
this year, she made 124 off 64
balls as England chased down
India’s 198, a record for T20

internationa]s. The inningss
which followed on from a roun
1red a draw in

T20 100 that sect
the multi-format Ashes before
Christmas, was made in front of
her father, Steve: “None of my
family had been in Australia s0
to make a hundred in front of
him was extra spcci;ﬂ,“ she says.
Although Wyatt was
2 member of England’s World
Cup-winning squad,
omitted from the latter stages
of the tournamen i
any of three
Test in the subse
\ Australia.

she was

play in
(_)IIE‘OH:
Ashes series ir

quent
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Epen season: Wyattblazes
erway to 100/in/C
last November &5

Sh
eh o
e nctsid spent “five weeks in
S0 was rari
e aring to go
o
R F:]::h Mark Robinson
L ¢ fancied opening the
i o g in the T20s, “Yeah, go
en!” 5 s
“ at,sn. hw:ls her response )
where :
e cre every bacrer wants
- 20 — he gave me
Cr LR
- aodpla) with freedom, to
i ln smack it, and chat’s
ot OF[;ly-bCSL He’s given me
clief. Robbo judges us

on ing
" Sl
) nt, a bit like the men

In fht: :him'bﬂ” formars.”
= :
Sy :(:)a 36-ball 50 at North
s val batting at No.6
et er Aihcs-t}'ing century
L. [hge lfril (Ja[lberl'a four days
el Erst 120 hundred by
it ngland player. Her
ik tgn from offspinning
G hder to clean-striking
Pener wag complete.

DANNI WYATT

Wyatt is living proof that
power-hitting is not all about
s a relentless

physique. She cites

focus on hitting straight. “Our

[women's cricketers] reputation

is that all we do is sweeps but

in the two hundreds I scored,

[ probably played two sweeps

and they were both slog-swceps.“
She is enamoured of the

regime created by

captain Heather

working on her

“rcl :lxe d 7"
Robinson and

Knight and loves
batting with assistant coach Ali

Maiden, citing 2 focus and clarity

of purpose that has helped her

understand her game more-
seems to work for me ant
no room for complacency,” she
“I need to be on it in every
17 She adds, “Everyonc
and everyonc’s
¢ since Robbo

says.
net sessio
knows their roles
been so chilled ou

i,ﬁgbbo judges us on
i thnt’ a bit like the men
e white-ball formats”

A

B

GO HARD
OR GO HOME

Balls for her
2hi-series IT20
century in Mumbai
in March, the second fastest

behind West Indies’ Deandra
Dottin (38).

Balls for her innings
of exactly 100 in
Canberra that

socured a draw inthe
| multi-format Ashes - the fourth

‘ fastest T20 ton of all time.

Wyatl's IT20 strike rate, second
only to Dottin by 0.01ofarun
— among women who have
batted in 50 or more innings.

came [in late 2015]. And
Heather has brought 2 calmness
_ she’s as cool as a cucumber.”
November’s ICC Women’s
World T20 offers Wyatt another
high-profile opportunity to
showcase her skills and perhaps
retain her spot in the ICCs
women's T20 team of the year.
That recognition —a first for
her — is not the only gong Wyatt
has picked up recently. As soon
as she stepped off the plane from
her recent trip to India, she was
back home to be named Stoke-
on-Trent Sports Personality of
the Year. 1 caught a bug on the
planeso ] didn't think I'd make
it” she laughs. “But [ had
a Coke and some Jelly Babies,
and got my dress on! Its very

nice to be recognised.”

Ic was the third time Wyatt
had been honoured by her
home town, an award so often
the preserve of Phil “The Power’
Taylor. But now the darts legend
has hung up his arrows there’s
2 new power in The Potteries. @

1
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WORLD BEATERS

Home side England bring devilish spin, big hitters and the right attitude, says Adam Collins

FORM GUIDE
First up: England have been
experiencing something of
a championship hangover.
They have scrapped hard and
tasted occasional success
after holding the ICC World
Cup aloft at a packed Lord's
last July, but losses have
been the more regular result
for Heather Knight's side.
Exhausted at the Ashes
in the autumn, they did pull
even with Australia in the
multi-format series, but only
once the trophy was safely
back in the hosts' hands.
After a break, they lost their
spring ODIs to India and
an IT20 series final against

“The Barnsley Expregé is

the Aussies. South Africa
continued the trend, defeating
the world champs on English
soil for the first time since
2003 to kick off this summer.

GAME PLAN

In that World Cup campaign,
the home side's model was
a simple one: win the toss,
bat first and rack up big
scores that their opponents
couldn't catch, With Knight,
Nat Sciver, Sarah Taylor,

and Tammy Beaumont al|
saluting for centuries through
the round-robin portion

of the competition, it worked
a treat. Beaumont was |ater
player of the tournament.

A year on, England’s
heathy spin division is
equally as potent, Veteran
offspinners Danielle Hazell
and Laura Marsh have the
better part of a decade each
in the international game and

one

of England’s most important
all-round Cogs at No.7”

ROLE KEY R/LHB=Right/left-hand bat RILF=Right/left-arm fast bowler

12

RILFM=Right/left-arm fast-medium bowler R/LM=Right/left

PR T T R S D e

show it at the bowling crease,
while turning the ball the
other way, Alex Hartley and
Sophie Ecclestone are a paif
of young and talented
left-arm Lancastrians who
put a premium on accuracy.

BIG GUNS
On her day, Sciver isn't just
the biggest gun in the England
team, but in women's cricket
overall. Digging into her deep
bag of tricks, she lit up the '
World Cup with her ‘Natmed
shot, one of the defining
images of a magical month.
As for Katherine Brunt
(left), she refuses to be
fargotten. For s0 long she
was the fearless attack
leader who threw the bat, now
the Bamsley Express is one
of England’s most irnportlﬂ*"t
all-round cogs at No-7. W'llh
the ball, the veteran hasn't

arm medium

dropped off in the slightest,
still England’s quickest and
most potent match-winner.

NEW FACES
Throughout the home nation's
glorious World Cup campaign,
Ecclestone followed the
action neck-deep in study for
her final year of secondary
school. Now 19 years of age,
the tall spinner was an
obvious inclusion to the
squad when they visited
Australia with her exams out
of the way. Impressing in all
formats, she's also secured
her first central contract,

LOOK OUT FOR...
Carpool karaoke. There are
few things players in the
England squad fancy
themselves with more than
having a singalong, ideally
filmed while taking a drive
from one training session
to the next. It's reflective of
a side known for playing the
game, more often than not,
with smiles on their faces.

DID YOU KNOW?
Three England women were
featured as Cricketers of

the Year in the 2018 edition
of the prestigious Wisden
Cricketers’ Almanack. By
contrast, until this year,

there had only been two
other women who had earned
that particular honour in

the 154-year history of the
book. To top it off, a photo of
Anya Shrubsole celebrating
the mighty World Cup victory
Wwas used as the cover shot.
Another first for a woman
following a summer that
delivered so many. @

“Pace howler OB=Right-arm offspin bowler LBG=Ri

g S

HEATHER KNIGHT @
BORN 26 December 1990,
Plymouth

ROLE RHB OB

COUNTY Berkshire

ODI DEBUT 2010

1IT20 DEBUT 2010

KATHERINE BRUNT @
BORN 2 July 1985,

Barnsley

ROLE RHB RMF

COUNTY Yorkshire

ODI DEBUT 2005

IT20 DEBUT 2005

GEORGIA ELWISS @
BORN 31 May 1991,
Wolverhampton

ROLE RHB RMF
COUNTY Sussex

ODI DEBUT 2011

IT20 DEBUT 2011

DANIELLE HAZELL @
BORN 13 May 1988,

Durham

ROLE RHB 0B

COUNTY Yorkshire

ODI DEBUT 2009

IT20 DEBUT 2009

LAURA MARSH @
BORN 5 December 1985,
Pembury, Kent

ROLE RHB RM/0B
COUNTY Kent

ODI DEBUT 2006
1T20 DEBUT 2007

ANYA SHRUBSOLE §)
BORN 7 December 1997,
Bath

ROLE RHB RMF

COUNTY Somerset

ODI DEBUT 2008

1T20 DEBUT 2008

LAUREN WINFIELD @
BORN 16 August 1990,

York

ROLE RHB

COUNTY Yorkshire

©oDI DEBUT 2013

IT20 DEBUT 2013

ght-arm legbreak (and googly) bowler SLA=Left-arm orthodox spin WK

ENGLAND SQUAD

TAMMY BEAUMONT
BORN 11 March 1991,

Dover

ROLE RHB

COUNTY Kent

ODI DEBUT 2009

IT20 DEBUT 2009

SOPHIE ECCLESTONE @)
BORN 6 May 1999,

Chester

ROLE RHB SLA

COUNTY Lancashire

ODI DEBUT 2016

IT20 DEBUT 2016

JENNY GUNN )
BORN 9 May 1986,
Nottingham

ROLE RHB RMF
COUNTY Warwickshire
ODI DEBUT 2004
IT20 DEBUT 2004

AMY JONES D
BORN 13 June 1993,
Solihull

ROLE RHB WK
COUNTY Warwickshire
ODI DEBUT 2013
IT20 DEBUT 2013

NAT SCIVER €
BORN 20 August 1992,
Tokyo (Japan)

ROLE RHB RM
COUNTY Surrey

ODI DEBUT 2013
IT20 DEBUT 2013

SARAH TAYLOR @
BORN 20 May 1989,
London

ROLE RHB WK
COUNTY Sussex

oDI DEBUT 2006
IT20 DEBUT 2006

DANNI WYATT @
BORN 22 April 1991,
Stoke-on-Trent

ROLE RHB 0B
COUNTY Sussex
oDl DEBUT 2010
IT20 DEBUT 2010

=Wicketkeeper
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ALISON MITCHELL & ISA GUHA

New dawn

One year on from England’s dramatic win at Lord’s,

ngland become,double

{GCOU Id . - )
ionsiby/Christmas?

Alison Mitchell and Isa Guha talk to Steve Morgan about
the exciting and unstoppable rise of women’s cricket

nya Shrubsole’s appearance

as the cover star of this
year's Wisden Cricketers
Almanack should tell you all you
need to know abour the rude
health of the women's game. But
if that’s not enough, Alison
Mitchell and Isa Guha can
certainly fill you in. In these days
of broadcasting cross-pollination,
the pair’s commentary and
punditry skills find them zipping
between radio and television
duties and back again. At the
forefront of the new female
voices on the airwaves, Mitchell
and Guha - one a journalist and
broadcaster, the other a World
Cup winner and biochemist/
neuro-scientist turned pundit
— are bringing fresh alchemy to
the commentary box, be that

On a high: Adelaide Stlkérs' Suzie Bates; ..
(above right, from top) Guha and Mitchell

14

for Sky, the BBC, Channel 5
or BT Sport.

As veterans of the England
scene, their knowledge and
expertise will be in much
demand during a fascinating
examination of England’s
mettle across these marches.

Their sights firmly set on
a second world crown with
the ICC Women’s T20 in
November, Heather Knight's
charges warm up for their
Caribbean challenge by taking
on a South African side that ran
them close in the ICC World
Cup semi-final, and a dangerous
New Zealand, boasting
big-hitting Suzie Bates, who
recorded a 94-ball 151 against
Ireland just prior to this serjes,

Covering women’s cricket has
been quite the sporting odyssey
for Mitchell, who remembers
seeing England in South Africa
at the 2005 World Cup “before
the women’s game was even
under the auspices of the ICC”.

"Though she watched Guha
steaming in to open the bowling
for England during their firse
World Cup victory in 2009
against New Zealand, Mitchel|
acknowledges events of the lase
12 months - Shrubsole bowling
her side to that win at Lord’s
— have kicked the game into
a new orbit. “The television
audience showed that, the
social-media presence showed
that —and a sell-ou¢ crowd ar
Lord’s showed that,” she says,

R O R e e e

“And I'm particularly pleased
that the women’s game is going
to get the exposure on free-to-aif
TV [on Channel 5] because
there was such an appetite for
it — last year just felt like such &
seminal moment for the game-

Guha, who didn't even rfﬂlise
there was an England womens
team when she started out trylis
to bowl like Darren Gough in
her back garden, has been no [‘655
stunned by the speed with whic
the women's game is evolving:
She remembers that World Cup
final of 2009 being played in
front of a “smartering OFP"Opic
in Sydney. And, like Mitchell,
she uses the word “seminal” t©

"

by

describe the seismic shift felt
during that Shrubsole moment.
Opportunities for women in
cricket may now be expanding
faster than a spiralling run rate,
ut such memories — and those
of Guha begin as the only girl at
High Wycombe CC — make her
ard-wired ro keep the message
relevant: keep pushing those
boundaries. To that end she has
lent her weight to Sky Sports’
#ShowUp campaign, an
Initiative shared between the
roadcaster and the Women’s
S_POTL Trust, and supported by
ECB. Designed to promote,
celebrate and “get people
talking about women's sport”

R <=1

E
; Wérld"ﬁ*s
L

— be that through documenting,
watching, attending or playing
_ these matches offer a great
chance to spread the word and
caprure [OmOTTOW'S Sars.

“The structure is in place and
there are more teams around the
world, which means the levels of
competition increase naturally
at international level —and you
have to push yourself even more
if you want to be the best, says
Guha. “What everyone noticed
during the last World Cup
was that it wasn't just one or
two players who were able
to clear the ropes, but an
incredible amount of depth
in the power hitting. And

e

gllibe a bigiask

On topof the world: the momert
England’s women wan the [CC
World Cup at Lord’s last year

not just there, either, but the
cute little reverse paddles and
hitting the ball 360 degrees —
that's how the game’s evolved.”
That evolution process and
the search for the winning
blend continue apace. “Each
of these matches will have
significance in terms of nailing
down the England squad for
the T20 World Cup,” says
Mitchell. “And the prospect,
of gosh, could England become
double world champions by
Christmas? It'll be a big ask.”
It will. But, if you don’t
ask — as both Mitchell and
Guha know full well — you
don’t get. @
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SOPHIE DEVINE

-

“|t’s about time'
Isteppd up” I

Nobody in the women’s game hits the ball sweeter or further
than Sophie Devine. The right-hander and New Zealand vice-
Car.':tain arrived for internationals against England and South
Ahfru:a af_ter having taken her game to new heights at the top of
: \?v:::t[mc? order with a pair of imposing centuries (108 twice,
iiew thenb l:s then Ireland). Coinciding with a return to form
ety ;:éthe 23-!93!’-?'!21 is determined to drive a serious
L e World Tzq title in the Caribbean this November.
o t.?t:o Adam Collins about her quest for consistency and
am success for a golden generation of White Ferns.

Do you feel like you're at the peak

of your powers at the moment?

You want to be having these seasons
consistently and for me that is the real
test, to see if | can back it up. IU's a new
role for me opening the batting, which
has rejuvenated me and put a bit more
responsibility on my shoulders.

Was it a deliberate decision to

take on additional responsibility

as vice-captain?

:’:{?f;. absolutely. | don't have to look

ar to see Suzie Bates with the

Way that she leads from the front and

I'want to do that as well. I've been

Z::Lrllnd for long enough now and have

i Just as frustrated as other people

e Y performances. | think it is about
el stepped up and that excites me.

Could it be the last chance for your
E:L:l"len generation to win a global
e (:I:r:ent at the World T20 this year?
b nke:ive some fantastic players,
Ui se.we have some awesome
. iousncommg 1hfuugh who are a little
. be?fr and will be as successful
i er t!'.an us. We know we
il € playing forever, We had a
wmld%ﬂod look at ourselves after the
h blumlupb#ast yegr. We were, putting
makingﬁ loody dlse_lppoimed not
e to the sgml-ﬂnals with a great
- L1 something we want to rectify.

At th

oo E"Wutld Cup you made a 93 from

: Io[a S against Pakistan, but didn't do
More, not helped by a shoulder

injury. How frustrating was that?

It was a really tough tour. To get injured
is never nice, but at a World Cup itis
really frustrating. | did have that one
good innings, but | wasn't able to back
it up. | want to perform consistently

to help the team win those games and
go deep in big tournaments. Last year
was disappointing, but there is no
point sulking over it, it has been and
gone and we've taken a lot from it. The
amount of ericket we're playing is so
exciting that | don't think you can dwell
on tournaments or series for too long.
You've got to dust yourselves off and
get stuck into the next one.

You bounced back in the Women's
Big Bash League in Australia, with
the ball as well as the bat...

For a while there, | was a bit of

In her stride: De\ri&e.s.ays she knows her
game better now after World Cup struggles

everything, but | wasn't confident in

my mind about what | wanted to be

as a howler. When | started my career,

| was an opening bowler and aggressive
so | have gone back to that and | know
my game better than ever.

What is it about the WBBL that brings
out the best in New Zealand players?
The quality of the competition is

a huge part of it. It is fantastic to be
able to face other overseas players,
but also the Aussies. It doesn’t matter
who you are playing against, week in
week out they are tough games. We
love that challenge because we don't
play much domestic cricket back home
anymore so we want to make sure we
take advantage playing in the Big Bash
or the Kia Super League.

A fun one to finish: are you still the
biggest hitter in the game? Nat Sciver
and Ash Gardner have been hitting
some bombs of late, But have you

got them covered?

Oh, | don't know! There are a few more
than them as well; Deandra Dottin is

a serious threat and Smriti Mandhana.
It is scary to think how much power
there is in the women's game. You

just need to look at the World Cup last
year and with that going forward to the
World T20 this year with the amount of
sixes that will be hit. Itis phenomenal.
It excites me that there are a lot of
players who can do what | can.

But you hit more sixes than anyone.
What's your secret - clarity of mind,
premeditation or purely strength?

| don't like running! Itis @ combination
of all those things. Part of it comes
hack to my hockey background as
well with the hand-eye coordination.

| want to be aggressive and | am
using my power to put pressure on

to the howlers by standing my ground
and clearing the rope, and it puts me
in a good position. @
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TEAM PROFILE

Adam Colli
INs says New Zealand bring explosjve batti
ing,

FORM GUIDE
If gaing strictly by the
performances of the White
Ferns since their tour began
then look oyt everyone elge '
In 0DIs against Ireland .
.lhey hit the highest ﬁﬂ-'uver
International score of all-time
(by men or Women), racking
up 490 for 4, Twg days later
they added another a score'
of 418, Cop that, Ireland's
attack may not compare tg
England's or South Afrig's
but form ig form, I
New Zealang Were alsg
undgfaated in two series
against West Indies in March
:md beat Pakistan in Octobe
thas been the perfect '

“A_\gainst
_highest
time in )|

ROLE Key R{LHBzREghtfleft

18

30-ov
form

“hand bay RILF=Righ,

fésponse to their terrible |G
World Cup tampaign in 2017
vihere they somehou failed J
to make the semi-finals.

GAME PLAN
Euperience, eXperience
EXperience, New Zeala;d
have it in healthy supply
between their top three
hau‘ers - dominant captain
SD::m Bates, smasher Sophie
: Ine angd accumulator Amy
atterthwaite - all very mych
atthe peak of their pt::l-'\r(-zrsC
follrhat_iditiun to turning out.
eir Country at every
npqnnunity, the trig kee
their games finely wnedp
aroungd the Year as some

Irelg

of the most effective T20 all-
rounders in the Women's Big
Bash League in Australia and
Kia Super League in England.

BIG GUNS
For the bulk of her career,
Devine has been known for
her explosive contributions in
the middle order. Her 48-ball
ton for Adelaide Strikers in
the WBBL is emblematic of
that, the time she took 26
runs from a single Nat Sciver
over in the WBBL, or when
she clobbered 93 from 41
balls against Pakistan in
last year's World Cup.

It has been a move
to the top of the list in

Nd, they hit the
eF score of all
S of ODI cricket”

”Eﬂ-arm . n.ar
fast bowler RILFM=Right/left-arm fast-medium bowler m[_M:RIQhIﬂE

bags of experience and all-ro

und strength

0DIs, however, that has
transformed her into

a model of consistencyﬁ, ‘
centuries I

ly onee 1°t
average 0
ﬂy relishlﬂg

putting on three
seven innings (0N
passing 50) at an
g9. Devine is cled
this new responsibility

NEW FACES
some cricketers M
embrace their rise 10 the
level and right-hande .
Jess Watkin is ON€ of tho
On her T20 imemationa
debut, she smashe
not out in 38 ba
a strike rate of B
ing a recor
2::::1 aith suzié pates:
When steppind up ur[ e
the first time inan ool
20-year-oid hit anothel
betterlthan—run—a-ba .
half-century t0 start he e
internatmnal careér memu

mediatew
top

LOOK QUT FOR...
Amelia Kerr's wrong'un.

Well, Amelia Kerr (below)

full stop. The 17-year-old's
wristspin has turned heads
over the last couple of years,
not least at last year's ICC
World Cup, including
@memorable spell where
she bamboozled Australian
Elyse Villani with her delivery
that goes the other way.

Out of the world record

490 against Ireland, Kerr
Smacked 81 in 45 balls and
followed it up days later with
heralmfghty 232 not out

~ the highest women's 0DI
Score - and 5 for 17,

& ]
sl S RIS

;Il? YOU KNow?

| Bates and Devine
;:ayled other sports for New
SI'ﬁpand. In lﬁe case of the
Dlyr:e.r. sheis actually an
il t:{L:lan, having represented
o ;niry at basketball

o Dempg 2008 Games.
reasor ving, one of the
make:s she believes she
g :uc‘h Sweet contact
e Sk1..'.'nc:ket ball is due
s ills she acquired as
s imey pla‘yer, also making
oo s;i:matmnal level. Both
flﬂl-tim Ce chosen to focus

€ on cricket. @

15k

Pace bow
| ;
€ OB=Right-arm offspin bowler L

SUZIE BATES €@
BORN 16 September
1987, Dunedin

ROLE RHB RM
CLUB Otago Sparks
OoDI DEBUT 2006
IT20 DEBUT 2007

SOPHIE DEVINE @)
BORN 1 September
1989, Wellington

ROLE RHB RM

CLUB Wellington Blaze
ODI DEBUT 2006
IT20 DEBUT 2006

MADDY GREENG
BORN 20 October
1992, Auckland

ROLE RHB 0B

CLUB Auckland Hearts
ODI DEBUT 2014
IT20 DEBUT 2012

HAYLEY JENSEN @)
BORN 7 October 1992,
Christchurch

ROLE RHB RM

CLUB ACT

ODI DEBUT 2014

IT20 DEBUT 2014

AMELIA KERR @
BORN 13 October

| 2000, Wellington
ROLE RHB LBG
CLUB Wellington Blaze
ODI DEBUT 2016
IT20 DEBUT 2016

ANNA PETERSON @
BORN 12 September

1990, Auckland

\ ROLE RHB 0B

CLUB Auckland Hearts
oDl DEBUT 2012

IT20 DEBUT 2015

AMY SATTERTHWAITE @

BORN 7 October 1986,
Christchureh
ROLE LHB 0B

oDI DEBUT 2007
IT20 DEBUT 2007

JESs WATKING
BORN 7 May 1998,
Wanganui

ROLE RHB OB
CLUB Central Hinds
©oDI DEBUT 2018
IT20 DEBUT 2078

BG-=Right-arm legbreak (and googly)

CLUB Canterbury Magicians

bowler SLA=Leftarm orthodox spin WK=Wic

BERNADINE
BEZUIDENHOUT (B)

BORN 14 Sep 1993, Kimberley (SA)
ROLE RHB WK

CLUB Northern Spirit

ODI DEBUT 2014

IT20 DEBUT 2014

KATE EBRAHIM
BORN 11 November

1991, New Plymouth

ROLE RHB RM

CLUB Canterbury Magicians
oDl DEBUT 2010

IT20 DEBUT 2010

HoLLY HUDDLESTON
BORN 11 October 1987,
Springs (SA)

i ROLE RHB RMF

CLUB Auckland Hearls
oDl DEBUT 2014
IT20 DEBUT 2014

LEIGH KASPEREK (@
BORN 15 February 1992,

. Edinburgh (Sco)
' ROLERHB 0B

CLUB 0tago Sparks

. ODI DEBUT 2075

IT20 DEBUT 2015

xaTeY MARTIN (D
BORN 7 February

1985, Dunedin

ROLE RHB WK

CLUB Otago Sparks
oDl DEBUT 2003
IT20 DEBUT 2003

HANNAH ROWE @
BORN 3 October 1996,
palmerston North

{ ROLERHE RM
' CLUB Central Hinds
| oDI DEBUT 2015

IT20 DEBUT 2015

Lea TAHUHUQ®
BORN 23 September 1990,
Christchurch

ROLE RHB RMF

CLUB Canterbury Magicians
oDl DEBUT 2011

|T20 DEBUT 2011

ketkeeper
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Sue Redfarn fi
irst played for
England in 1
995

ter::;e; she became the
i ave pl .
o c‘la.ted.at a World Cup, Sh & aS‘_Ed o ;
pIringiin 2013 anq con; i e

::1 ECB role as 5 regional
asa::ger. Redfern broke

e of two fam

Ea ale Umpires in 5 : I
e an: ﬁlrlckt.et Leagye fixture t:::n's
e geria. She was re it |
inithe Queen’s Bj e |

il
EMicites

o;‘;at:t?d o umpire as a way
]’l?g involved with the
?;:l:!el;. ‘I d alwa_ys played
8 t‘lonlal cricket, bur was
perfénjoylng it much as my
e Ormances waned. [ wanted
Put something back into

» e -3
- € game because it’s part of

™y life and has given me so

e :
B ANy opportunities.

.Umpi:es have such an effect
e satisfaction of players.
vezis?:itant to me thar we're
it Ir game and as
rd time! géwe umpires a pretty
- Especially being
~r'm over-the-wicket
IB\v's!er > dnz\rcr got any
d am:d was an .umpire,
ey to stay involved
“'eket and help to create

dal N
fand enjoyable game.

s §

-

o
;_'t often assume I umpire
> Women’s cricket, but 95%

arwickshi
edriw":kshlre League, then
nto the Birmingham

Stric
t League and last

Umpire's call:
Redfern appeals fora
Danish wicket at the
1997 World Cup

in Hyderabad

summer I umpired in the
premier division of that league.
This year 've been selected to
officiate in some men'’s county
second XI fixtures.

I’'m a competitive person and
[ want to be the best umpire I
can be. I want to learn from the
best and have an opportunity

to stand with the best. If my
performances allow me t
progress, my ultimate aim w
be to umpire professionally.

ould

Players like to test new
umpires, regardless of their
gender. They tend to assume
that a malé umpire will have
played the game, but they may
not necessarily think that ofa
fernale. Teams that T hadnt come
across before tended o appeal
more, but generally now players
who see me frequently just
judge me on the performance
on the day, good or bad.

I do have a trick up my sleeve
for any player who has a ‘does

she know what she’s talking
about’ attitude. I make sure
there’s enough space between me
and the bowler, and I bowl the
ball seam up back to the bowler.
Nine times out of ten they're
startled and ask if I played. 1 like
to think I'm approachable and
can inject some humour. It's
important to have your own
personality — we're not robats.

It was great that ICC put faith
in female officials for a men’s
tournament. [t was a clear
message that if you're good
enough to umpire at this level
then you can do itin any
tournament. The standard was
similar to county second XI,
but the intensity was different
because it was international
cricket. You're scrutinised more
because of the technology and
you are given live feedback.
That's something I had to
grow used to very quickly.

I feel privileged to have
represented my country

at a World Cup as a player
and then as an official.

I never thought I'd get another
opportunity. As a player I was
very young and probably didn'
fully appreciate it but T do now.
It's overwhelming really. I just
feel incredibly privileged.

More women are playing

and coaching cricket than
ever before and there’s no
reason why that can’t happen
with other roles too. I know

[ have a responsibility as 2 role
which is why I tutor
umpires as well. It's about
raising awareness that women
can be in these roles. Hopefully
[ can influence that mindset. @)

model,




LAURA WOLVAARDT

fged 17, Laura Wolvaardt became the youngest South African
m'::zg; female - to scor? an international century when she
L oagalnst Ireland in Malahide in 2016. She was the
= aellis tl;flislmsmst female century-maker after India’s Mithali Raj.
1660 601 year she became the youngest woman to reach
P h':,[r‘::ns. But, as John Stern hears, cricket will do well
Wit s i of her - now 19, she is currently on a gap year,

at medical school awaiting her in January.

How did you get into cricket?
I was five and best friends with all the
bgys at school. They started playing
cricket and | didn't want to miss out on
:T::;un sol ioin.ed in and found I really
e .n' My fgmliy's not big on cricket,
tjust fell in love with the game and
:E::ved batting. | stuck with it, climbed
& ugh the ranks and never looked
ck. I played with boys through
grim?w school then joined Western
fovince Under-19 girls when | was 11.

llﬂul;?d‘::s itlike playing against boys?

oo 1:10 my advantage because

Sk e boys weren't expecting too

o :n they saw a girl walk out to

S as_the secrel weapon. | quite
Proving people wrong.

::::tde:‘:u have. any other sporting

o Sts or influences?

. le:fit : lot of hockey, which helped

s col fnness and the whole eye-

i, tt:‘rdmallon thing. It also helps

wasrg 10ten Yl:llfr wrists 50 it certainly
my disadvantage.

How woy
d you i i
i You describe your batting
iy
th:?lz;like cover driving - not sure if
drive g unts‘ as'my style'l | try to cover
il t."!"‘h'ng I can, keep everything
b ight and simple - especially
font as an opener,

Who were

6 Your cricketing heroes?

fowi
fnen'smpg;:p alot of my heroes were
s ])(N.\@ like AB de Villiers and
e allis because | wasn't
10 much women's cricket.

But my heroes have changed and now
| want to bat like Meg Lanning - I'd
love to bat as consistently as she does.

The women's game is changing fast

all over the world - is that the case

in South Africa?

Even in the short time I've been playing
for South Africa, there have been major
improvements. The World Cup last year
helped because we hadalotof TV
coverage and the games we're playing
here now are being televised back
home, which didn't really happen in the
past. At our recent Cricket South Africa
awards ceremony there Were four or
five awards for women, whereas in the
past there was one. It has developed
alot in two years and | can't wait to

see what happens next.

You have a difficult decision to make
with medicine versus cricket...

I'm on a gap year and plan to continue
with my studies next January, but the
cricket’s going really well and I'm
enjoying it. | don't have to make that

decision yet, which I'm thankful for.
I've wanted to be a doctor since | was
little - so I'm not going to give up, but
| need to put it on hold for a bit.

What are your career highlights so far?
Being part of the World Cup team, the

brand of cricket we played and how we
represented ourselves was amazing. It
was a great atmosphere to be a part of.

You played for Brisbane Heat at the
Women's BBL - what was that like?

It was incredible. They treated us like
the men’s sides, the standard was high
and crowds were good. It was great to
be exposed to something like that =
hopefully all cricket can be that way.
It was a bit daunting because | hadn't
had much T20 experience, but it was

a great learning curve for me.

What would you say was your
breakthrough moment?

Scoring a fifty in the World Cup semi-
final, which has been the biggest match
of my career. Knowing | was able to
score runs under that kind of pressure
motivates me to do it more and more.
That was the moment where | thought,
“yeah. | can actually do this."

And what are you working on?

T20 - learning more shots and options.
Different angles and with softer hands.
| want to develop into 3 T20 player. @
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ROYAL LONDON ONE-DAY SERIES

el . o e New Road, Worcester
9 June England v South Africa 11am Blacl-:ﬁm:hI CE.' - G;'ouncf. e
12 June England v South Africa Tpm* 1st Central Co S: | awrence, Canterbury
15 June England v South Africa 2pm* Spitfire Gfo”“‘_j* S
7 July England v New Zealand 11am Emerald Heade:;Ju?; — o
10 July England v New Zealang Tpm* 3aaa County ;1c| Grace Road, Leice
13 July England v New Zealang 2pm* Fischer County Ground,
* day/night match

m VITALITY IT20 TRI-SER|ES Cricket has
DATE TEAMS START VENUE
‘ 20 June South Africa v New Zealand

ton ®
. Ground, Taun
1pm Cooper Associates County Gr | No bou ndarles.
England v South Africa 5.40pm J Taunton : We thi i k
und,

23 June England v South Africa 1pm Cooper Associates County G0 ) r’th

England v Ney Zealand 5.40pm that s WO

) istol s

28 June South Africa y Ney Zealand 1pm The Brightside Ground, Bri - {5 prOtECtl ng ¢

England v Ney, Zealand 2.40pm d

Imsfor

Ty Figg 3pm Cloudfm County Ground, Chelm

: 981.
Supported by NatWest since 1
: rts app
LISTEN to Test Match Spegigy o BBC Radio 5 Live Spors Extra, BBC Radio 4 LW, online and via the BBC Spo
WATCH every ball from EVery match iy o Sky Sports Cricket
WATCH highlights on Channel 5
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